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Wythe County Public Schools

Foundation for Excellence, Inc.

 An Independent 501(c) 3 Charitable Organization

1570 West Reservoir Street, P.O. Box 815, Wytheville, VA 24382

Federal Tax ID # 20-0831149

George Wythe Merit Scholarship

2017
A George Wythe alumnus has established the George Wythe Merit Scholarship which will be administered by the Wythe County Public Schools Foundation for Excellence.  The scholarship will be awarded to an outstanding George Wythe High School student in good standing who will graduate and pursue a Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited college or university.  The award is $10,000.00 for the first year of college, renewable annually for up to 3 years or until the Bachelor’s Degree is completed, whichever comes first.   Scholarship continuation will be based on review of official transcripts and continued full-time college enrollment. The scholarship will be paid in two installments each year, one payment for the fall semester for up to $5,000.00 of tuition, fees, and other bona fide educational expenses, and one payment for the spring semester.  A corresponding payment will be made for the spring semester.  The scholarship funding will be paid directly to the college or university where the student is enrolled. 

Criteria 

The George Wythe Merit Scholarship Committee will consider the following elements in the scholarship recipient selection process:

1.  A minimum grade point average of 3.0
2.  Two completed Faculty Recommendations Forms (provided in scholarship packet) from George Wythe High School faculty and/or administrative staff
3.  Involvement in after-school and extracurricular activities
4.  A 250-word essay responding to the question, “What experience do you feel has been the most compelling influence on your personal or intellectual growth and why?”
Deadline for Application
Application deadline is March 31st, 2017.  Applications for the scholarship should be mailed or delivered to the Wythe County School Board Office, ATTN: WCPS Foundation for Excellence

.
Applicants should include the following:  

· Signed Scholarship Application and Terms of Agreement
· Official High School transcript in a sealed envelope

· Two (2) Faculty Recommendation Forms in sealed envelopes

· Essay (typed or computer-printed, 12 point, Times New Roman font [or equivalent], double-spaced)
Terms of Agreement

George Wythe Merit Scholarship

I acknowledge that I have read and agree to provide the additional materials required to complete my application.

I certify that the information contained in this application and all other materials submitted by me or for me in consideration of this scholarship, to the best of my knowledge, are accurate and true.  

I understand that the selection committee for the George Wythe Merit Scholarship will be made up of the following George Wythe High School staff members:   Principal and/or Assistant Principal; up to two (2) Guidance Counselors; and three teachers at the Principal’s discretion.  Additionally, the Foundation for Excellence Executive Director and Scholarship Committee Chairman will sit on the selection committee.

I understand that each Selection Committee member will confirm no conflicting interests in the scholarship process, and will sign a statement affirming same absence of conflicting interests before reviewing applications or meeting with the Selection Committee.

I understand that certain individuals may not be eligible to apply for this scholarship.  In order to avoid potential conflicts of interest (or appearance thereof), the following persons are ineligible to receive the George Wythe Merit Scholarship.

· Any Board Member of the Foundation for Excellence or their spouse, children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren.  A former board member must be off the Board of Directors for a full three (3) years before his or her family members are eligible to receive the scholarship.

· Any staff member of the Foundation for Excellence or their spouse, children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren.

· Any member of the selection committee or their spouse, children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren.

·  Any family member of the donor within the fourth degree of consanguinity. 

I authorize George Wythe High School to provide the George Wythe Merit Scholarship Committee Selection Committee with any and all requested information concerning my enrollment, grades, SAT/ACT test scores or any combination of the above, and any other information deemed necessary by the George Wythe Merit Scholarship Committee to enable them to make an informed decision regarding the selection of scholarship recipient.

I give the Foundation for Excellence permission to list my name as a scholarship recipient on the Foundation for Excellence website and/or in a press release to local media should I be chosen as the George Wythe Merit Scholarship recipient.

I authorize the Foundation for Excellence to contact the college or university of my enrollment to verify all information and arrange scholarship payment.

I understand that this is a competitive scholarship program.  The George Wythe Merit Scholarship shall be awarded on an objective and non-discriminatory basis, without consideration of race, creed, color, sex, age, religion, national origin, or disability.  Selection shall be solely based on information received from the applicant and the applicant’s supplemental and supporting materials received or postmarked by the published deadline.  

I understand that the decision of the Selection Committee is final and justification for the recipient selection will not be disclosed under any circumstance by the Selection Committee or the Foundation for Excellence.

I understand that if I do not submit all the required materials to the Foundation for Excellence office by the postmark deadline my application will not be considered.

I understand that I must maintain a grade point average of 2.5 and remain a full-time student in good standing at the specified college or university for scholarship continuation.  The Foundation for Excellence must be notified in writing if the scholarship recipient changes college or university of enrollment.

I understand that it will be my responsibility to provide the Foundation for Excellence with an official transcript and completed check request form (provided) by December 31 for the spring semester and June 30 for the fall semester.  Payment schedule for scholarship recipients attending a college or university not following a semester schedule will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

I understand that in the event of serious malfeasance, breach of traditional conduct, failure to provide requested materials, or conduct involving moral turpitude, the George Wythe Merit Scholarship may be terminated at any time within the discretion of the Selection Committee and confirmed by the Foundation for Excellence Board of Directors.  All decisions will be final and binding.  

I have read the above terms and will abide by them, and I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, I am eligible to apply for this scholarship.
________________________________________________
________________________

Student Signature






Date

________________________________________________

Printed Name of Student


_________________________________________________
________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature





Date


_________________________________________________

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian
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Wythe County Public Schools

Foundation for Excellence, Inc.

An Independent 501(c) 3 Charitable Organization
1570 West Reservoir Street, P.O. Box 815, Wytheville, VA 24382

George Wythe Merit Scholarship
I. Applicant Information:

Name: _______________________________________   Age: _____   Date of Birth: _____/_____/____ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ________________     Email: __________________ 
Male: ____    Female: _______
Parent/Guardian’s Name_________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

High School Currently Attending: _________________________________________________________

Current GPA: ________________
Verified by Guidance Counselor:  ___________________________
II. Educational History and Extra Curricular Activities:

1. List and describe briefly the most important courses you successfully completed in high school (list no more than 5). __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. List any awards or honors you have received during high school (list no more than 5). _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Briefly describe extra-curricular activities you have participated in during high school (list no more than 5). ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. To what college/colleges have you applied? If you have chosen your college and/or major, please note it here. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How will you and your family be paying for your college education?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Have you received any other scholarships?  If so, please list the scholarships and the amounts received.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Describe your future goals.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please attach your typed essay on a separate sheet of paper.
Student Signature ___________________________________________ Date _________________

Guidance Counselor or Principal Signature ____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:  __________________________________ Date:  ________________
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Wythe County Public Schools Foundation for Excellence, Inc.

An Independent 501(c) 3 Charitable Organization
George Wythe Merit Scholarship
Faculty Recommendation Form
Student Directions:  Write your name on this form and request a teacher or administrator at your school to complete the remainder as part of the application process for the George Wythe Merit Scholarship.  The faculty member should return the completed Recommendation Form to you in a sealed envelope.  Place the sealed Recommendation Form in your application packet.  Please allow at least one week for the faculty member to complete the recommendation form. Two completed Recommendation Forms are required for a completed application packet. 
Student Name:  _________________________________________________________________
TO BE COMPLETED BY FACULTY MEMBER MAKING RECOMMENDATION
Please rate the scholarship applicant in the following areas by choosing the appropriate score category.   Consider students taught throughout your career and mark this student according to your experience.  

The Student…

	Shows desire and curiosity for learning.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Is self-disciplined in establishing and reaching goals.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Demonstrates effective study skills and work habits.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Completes high quality written work with attention to detail.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Demonstrates personal integrity.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Sets high standards for him/herself in a number of areas.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Has aptitude and potential for success in college.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Taking into account all factors, when you consider this student in comparison to all you have taught in your career, where would this student rank?
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average


Add any other information you feel would be helpful to the scholarship selection committee in considering this student for the George Wythe Merit Scholarship.

Signature:  ________________________________

Date:  ________________________

Printed Name: ____________________________

Subject Area:  __________________
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Wythe County Public Schools Foundation for Excellence, Inc.

An Independent 501(c) 3 Charitable Organization
George Wythe Merit Scholarship
Faculty Recommendation Form

Student Directions:  Write your name on this form and request a teacher or administrator at your school to complete the remainder as part of the application process for the George Wythe Merit Scholarship.  The faculty member should return the completed Recommendation Form to you in a sealed envelope.  Place the sealed Recommendation Form in your application packet.  Please allow at least one week for the faculty member to complete the recommendation form. Two completed Recommendation Forms are required for a completed application packet. 
Student Name:  _________________________________________________________________
TO BE COMPLETED BY FACULTY MEMBER MAKING RECOMMENDATION
Please rate the scholarship applicant in the following areas by choosing the appropriate score category.   Consider students taught throughout your career and mark this student according to your experience.  

The Student…

	Shows desire and curiosity for learning.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Is self-disciplined in establishing and reaching goals.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Demonstrates effective study skills and work habits.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Completes high quality written work with attention to detail.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Demonstrates personal integrity.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Sets high standards for him/herself in a number of areas.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Has aptitude and potential for success in college.
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average

	Taking into account all factors, when you consider this student in comparison to all you have taught in your career, where would this student rank?
	( Top 1%
	( Top 10%
	( Above Average
	( Average


Add any other information you feel would be helpful to the scholarship selection committee in considering this student for the George Wythe Merit Scholarship.

Signature:  ________________________________

Date:  ________________________

Printed Name: ____________________________

Subject Area:  __________________
A community supporting the love of learning…All students reaching their full potential.


